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GENERAL  INTRODUCTION.. 

Owing  to  obstacles  in  the  way  of  obtq^ning  the  necessary 
material,  the  history  of  Iowa  has  been  little  read  and  studied 
through    its    original    sources.      Scattered    through    various 

'  books  and  publications  found  in  as  many  different  collections 
and  libraries,  this  material  has  been  practically  inaccessible  to 
the  general  body  of  students.  It  is  to  obviate  these  difficul- 
ties, and  to  facilitate  the  adoption  of  scientific  methods  of 
study,  that  the  documentary  material  contemplated  in  the  title 
is  brought  forward  and  pubHshed. 

It  is  also  hoped  that  the  present  publications  may  encour- 
age similar  collections  and  publications  in  other  states.  For 
no  part  of  American  history  has  been  so  much  neglected.  It 
is  practically  an  unexplored  field:  or.  to  use  the  words  of  the 
Hon.  James  Bryce,  "it  is  rather  a  primeval  forest,  where 
the  vegetation  is  rank,  and  through  which  scarcely  a  trail  has 
yet  been  cut."  Perhaps  no  work  at  the  present  time  would 
be  more  appreciated  than  the  writing  of  state  histories.  I  do 
not  mean  "  merely  antiquarian  or  genealogical "  efforts,  or  the 
presentation  of  interesting  "reminiscences";  but  histories, 
which,  in  discussing  economic  and  industrial  development,  the 

j  growth  of  institutions,  principles  of  political  organization,  the 
content  of  administration,  finance,  etc.,  indicate,  wherever  it  is 
possible,  causal  connections  and  relations.  Some  beginnings 
in  this  direction  have,  it  is  true,  been  made  by  students  in 
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Eastern  universities  for  the  older  states;  but  for  that  greater 
number  of  American  commonwealths  that  have  grown  up  on 
the  public  domain,  the  field,  as  Bryce  suggests,  is  still  practi- 
cally a  wilderness. 

Nor  do  the  histories  of  the  newer  states  concern  the  his- 
torian alone.  Economic  phenomena  in  all  stages  of  develop- 
ment and  extending  over  shorter  and  longer  periods  of  time 
are  here  presented  on  a  scale  which  perhaps  has  never  before 
been  paralleled.  This  is  seen  in  the  phenomena,  v.'itnessed  in 
the  course  of  a  single  generation,  of  a  vast  objective  environ- 
ment settled  by  isolated  individuals  or  groups  of  individuals, 
of  the  rapid  growth  of  population  by  additions  from  without 
and  from  within,  of  the  economic  integration  of  agricultural 
and  of  urban  communities,  of  the  growth  of  a  social  surplus, 
of  the  appearance  of  new  wants  and  the  development  of  con- 
comitant means  of  satisfaction,  of  the  location  of  industries,  of 
transportation  and  of  great  markets.  Again,  in  the  origin 
and  growth  of  Western  communities  the  Sociologist  has 
found  material  for  his  science.  Here  he  observes  the  phe- 
nomena of  social  genesis,  of  aggregation,  of  social  integra- 
tion and  of  social  impulses  and  desires. 

It  is,  however,  to  the  study  of  American  Politics  that  the 
histories  of  the  states,  when  written,  are  likely  to  niake  the 
most  valuable  contributions.  The  need  of  such  contributions 
is  now  quite  evident.  For,  with  the  exception  of  certain 
maxims  and  concepts  drawn  from  Constitutional  Law,  there 
are  but  few  principles  of  scientific  rank  generally  recognized 
in  political  discussions;  yet  the  phenomena  in  this  field  have 
certainly  reached  a  coherencv  and  definiteness  that  will  admit 
of  scientific  treatment.  But  before  we  can  hope  for  the 
development    of    a    complete    science    in    American    Politics, 
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more  and  better  data  must  be  brought  together  in  the  sev- 
eral states  on  territorial,  commonwealth,  and  local  govern- 
ment. 

In  order  to  economize  time  and  energy  ;ind  aroid  bad 
methods,  this  preliminary'  work  in  American  Politics  must 
begin  at  the  right  point.  The  histories  of  the  states  must  be 
read  before  their  political  institutions  can  be  studied  to  the 
best  advantage.  This  does  not  mean  that  the  inductions  of 
history  will  or  can  contribute  directly  to  a  science  of  Politics: 
it  simply  aims  to  emphasize  the  thought  that  constitutions  and 
statutes  are  not  the  whole  of  government,  and  that  historv 
is  an  aid  in  grasping  and  interpreting  political  phenomena. 
Finally,  and  to  com.e  back  to  the  primary  object  of  these 
publications,  the  most  prohtable  reading  or  study  of  the  his- 
tories of  the  American  commonwealths,  for  whatever  purpose, 
is  through  material  from  original  sources. 

The  plan  of  the  present  publications,  although  in  no  sense 
materially  different  from  that  followed  in  such  works  as 
Stubb's  Select  Charters,  Henderson's  Historical  Documents 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  or  Preston's  Documents  Illustrative 
of  x^merican  History,  was,  however,  largely  suggested  by 
the  admirable  Translations  and  Reprints  from  the  Original 
Sources  of  European  Histoiy,  which  are  being  edited  by  Dr. 
Robinson,  Professor  Chene}'.  and  Mr.  Munro.  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Penns3dvania. 

Bexj.  F.  SiiA:MEAU(ni. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The  early  history  of  Io\va  takes  its  beginnings  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Province  of  Louisiana.  But  since  the  Iowa  region 
was  not  permanently  settled  until  after  1830,  this  early  his- 
tory is  chiefly  a  history  of  governments — a  bare  record  of 
treaties  and  statutes,  of  changes  in  sovereign  and  subordinate 
jurisdiction. 

Louisiana  was  first  settled  by  the  French  near  the  close  of 
the  17th  century.  The  colony,  founded  by  Iberville  in  1699, 
grew  slowly;  for  "the  care  of  peopling  this  new  and  almost 
uninhabited  country,  instead  of  being  placed  under  the  charge 
of  one  of  the  superior  departments  of  government,  was  prin- 
cipally confided  to  the  agents  of  the  Paris  police."  The  gov- 
ernment of  the  colony  was  absolute;  and  its  history  consisted 
simply  of  the  acts  of  those  who  administered  it. 

In  1762  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  But 
thirty-eight  years  later  it  was  ceded  back  to  France  b\- 
the  treaty  of  San  Ildefonso.  During  the  period  of  Spanish 
dominion  the  government  of  the  Province  was  without  guar- 
anties to  individual  liberty.  It  was  strikingly  military  in 
character.  Everywhere  the  military  chief  was  at  the  head 
of  the   civil   organization.     The   prevailing   system   of  juris- 
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prudence  was  that  of  the  Civil  Law.  Indeed,  the  Roman 
Code  may  be  said  to  have  furnished  the  laws  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  Louisiana. 

In  1803  the  whole  of  Louisiana  was  purchased  by  the 
United  States.  To  America  at  large  this  purchase  was  "an 
event  so  portentous  as  to  defy  measurement;  it  gave  a  new 
face  to  politics,  and  ranked  in  historical  importance  next  to 
the  Declaration  of  Independence."  While  to  the  future  com- 
mon weath  of  Iowa  the  acquisition  had  a  no  less  serious  sig- 
nificance: since  through  it  Iowa  fell  heir  to  the  institutions 
of  the  Common  Law  of  England. 

The  treaty  with  France  was  ratified  at  Washington  Octo- 
ber 19th.  1803;  and  by  the  act  of  October  31st  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  authorized  by  Congress  to 
take  possession  of  and  occupy  the  country — virtually  as  its 
absolute  ruler.  On  the  20th  of  December  Governor  Clai- 
borne took  formal  possession  of  the  government  at  New^ 
Orleans.  The  upper  province,  however,  was  not  delivered 
up  until  March  of  the  3'ear  next  following. 

By  the  act  of  March  26th.  1804,  Congress  divided  the 
country  into  two  territories — the  Territory  of  Orleans  and 
the  District  of  Louisiana.  Orleans  was  fully  organized  into 
a  separate  territory';  while  the  District,  in  a  practically  unor- 
ganized state,  was  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana. 

B.  F.  S. 
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Treaty  between  the  UxMted  States  of  America 
AND  THE  French  Republic. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the 
First  Consul  of  the  French  republic,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
people,  desiring  to  remove  all  source  of  misunderstanding, 
relative  to  objects  of  discussion  mentioned  in  the  second  and 
fifth  articles  of  the  convention  of  (the  8th  Vendemiaire,  an 
9,)  September,  30,  1800,  relative  to  the  rights  claimed  by  the 
United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Madrid,  the 
27th  October,  1795,  between  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the 
said  United  States  and  willing  to  strengthen  the  union  and 
friendship,  which  at  the  time  of  the  said  convention  was  hap- 
pily re-established  between  the  two  nations,  have  respectively 
named  their  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit:  The  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  of  the  said  States,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  and  James  Monroe, 

iFor  a  discussion  of  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  acquire  territory 
see  American  Insurance  Co.  v.  Canter,  i  Peters  542. 
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minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary'  of  the  said 
States,  near  the  Government  of  the  French  republic;  and  the 
First  Consul,  in  the  name  of  the  French  people,  citizen  Francis 
Barbe  IMarbois,  minister  of  the  public  treasurj-,  who,  after 
having  respectively  exchanged  their  full  powers,  have  agreed 
to  the  following  articles: 

Art.  I.  Whereas,  by  the  article  the  third  of  the  treaty 
concluded  at  St.  Ildefonso,  (the  9th  Vendemiaire,  an  9,) 
October  1,  1800,  between  the  First  Consul  of  the  French 
Republic  and  His  Catholic  Majesty,  it  was  agreed  as  follows: 
His  Catholic  Majesty  promises  and  engages  on  his  part  to 
cede  to  the  French  republic,  six  months  after  the  full  and 
entire  execution  of  the  conditions  and  stipulations  herein,  rel- 
ative to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Parma,  the  colony 
or  province  of  Louisiana,  with  the  same  extent  that  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it, 
and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties  subsequently  entered 
into  between  Spain  and  other  States:  And  whereas,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  treaty,  and  particularly  of  the  third  article,  the 
French  republic  has  an  incontestable  title  to  the  domain  and 
to  the  possession  of  the  said  territory.  The  First  Consul  of 
the  French  republic,  desiring  to  give  to  the  United  States  a 
strong  proof  of  his  friendship,  doth  hereby  cede  to  the  said 
United  States,  in  the  name  of  the  French  republic,  for  ever 
and  in  full  sovereignt}',  the  said  territor}'  with  all  its  rights 
and  appurtenances,  as  fully  and  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
have  been  acquired  by  the  French  republic,  in  virtue  of  the 
above  mentioned  treaty,  concluded  with  His  Catholic  Majest}'. 

Art.  2.  In  the  cession  made  by  the  preceding  article,  are 
included  the  adjacent  islands  belonging  to  Louisiana,  all  pubHc 
lots  and  squares,  vacant  lands,  and  all  public  buildings,  fortifi- 
cations, barracks,  and  other  edifices  which  are  not  private 
propert}'.  The  archives,  papers,  and  documents,  relative  to 
the  domain  and  sovereignty  of  Louisiana  and  its  dependencies, 
will  be  left  in  the  possession  of  the  commissaries  of  the  United 
States,  and  copies  will  be  afterwards  given  in  due  form  to  the 
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magistrates  and  municipal  officers,  of  such  of  the  said  papers 
and  documents  as  may  be  necessary  to  them. 

Art.  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be 
incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted 
as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  federal 
constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which 
they  prof  ess. -"^ 

Art.  4.  There  shall  be  sent  by  the  Government  of  France 
a  commissary  to  Louisiana,  to  the  end  that  he  do  ever}-  act 
necessary,  as  well  to  receive  from  the  officers  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty  the  said  country  and  its  dependencies  in  the  name  of 
the  French  republic,  if  it  has  not  been  already  done,  as  to 
transmit  it,  in  the  name  of  the  French  public,^  to  the  com- 
missary or  agent  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  5.  Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  present 
treaty  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  in  case  that 
of  the  First  Consul  shall  have  been  previously  obtained,  the 
commissary  of  the  French  republic  shall  remit  all  the  military 
posts  of  New  Orleans,  and  other  parts  of  the  ceded  territory,, 
to  the  commissary  or  commissaries  named  by  the  President 
to  take  possession  of  the  troops,  whether  of  France  or  Spain. 

^In  reference  to  this  article  of  the  treaty  Chief  Justice  Marshall  said: 
"This  article  obviously  contemplates  two  objects.  One,  that  Louisiana 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  soon  as  possible,  on  an  equal  footing' 
with  the  other  States;  and  the  other,  that,  till  such  admission,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property  and  religion.  Had  any  one  of  these  rights  been  violated 
while  these  stipulations  continued  in  force,  the  individual  supposing  him- 
self to  be  injured  might  have  brought  his  case  into  this  court  under  the 
twent3'-fifth  section  of  the  judiciary  act.  But  this  stipulation  ceased  to 
operate  when  Louisiana  became  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  its  inhabit- 
ants were  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages  and 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States." — Ne-v  Orleans  v.  Dc  Armas,  t> 
Peters,  224.  Compare  with  dissenting  opinion  of  Justice  Curtis  in  the  case 
of  Drcd  Scott  v.  Saitfcrd,  19  Howard  630. 

'Undoubtedly  a  misprint,  and  should  be  "Republic." 
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who  ma}'  be  there,  shall  cease  to  occupy  any  military  post 
from  the  time  of  taking  possession,  and  shall  be  embarked  as 
soon  as  possible  in  the  course  of  three  months  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  this  treaty. 

Art.  6.  The  United  States  promise  to  excute  such  treaties 
and  articles  as  may  have  been  agreed  between  Spain  and  the 
tribes  and  nations  of  Indians,  until,  by  mutual  consent  of  the 
United  States  and  the  said  tribes  or  nations,  other  suitable 
articles  shall  have  been  agreed  upon. 

Art.  7.  As  it  is  reciprocally  advantageous  to  the  commerce 
of  France  and  the  United  States,  to  encourage  the  communi- 
cation of  both  nations,  for  a  limited  time,  in  the  country  ceded 
by  the  present  treaty,  until  general  arrangements  relative  to 
th.i  commerce  of  both  nations  may  be  agreed  on,  it  has  been 
agreed  between  the  contracting  parties,  that  the  French 
ships  coming  directly  from  France  or  an}'  of  her  colonies, 
loaded  only  with  the  produce  or  manufactures  of  France  or 
her  said  colonies,  and  the  ships  of  Spain  coming  directly  from 
Spain  or  any  of  her  colonies,  loaded  only  with  the  produce 
or  manufactures  of  Spain  or  her  colonies,  shall  be  admitted 
during  the  space  of  twelve  years  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
and  in  all  other  legal  ports  of  entry  within  the  ceded  territory, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  ships  of  the  United  States  coming 
directly  from  France  or  Spain,  or  any  of  their  colonies,  with- 
out being  subject  to  any  other  or  greater  duty  on  the  mer- 
chandise, or  other  or  greater  tonnage  than  there  paid  bv  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

During  the  space  of  time  above  mentioned,  no  other  nation 
shall  have  a  right  to  the  same  privileges  in  the  ports  of  the 
ceded  territory.  The  twelve  years  shall  commence  three 
months  after  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  if  it  shall  take  place 
in  France,  or  three  months  after  it  shall  have  been  notified  at 
Paris  to  the  French  Government,  if  it  shall  take  place  in  the 
United  States:  it  is,  however,  well  understood,  that  the  object 
of  the  above  article  is  to  favor  the  manufactures,  commerce, 
freight,  and  navigation  of  France  and  of  Spain,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  importations  that  the  French  and  Spanish  shall 
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make  into  the  said  ports  of  the  United  States,  without  in  any 
.sort  affecting  the  regulations  that  the  United  States  may  make 
<:oncerning  the  exportation  of  the  produce  and  merchandise  of 
the  United  States,  or  an}-  right  they  may  have  to  make  such 
regulations. 

Art.  8.  In  future  and  forever,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
twelve  3'ears,  the  ships  of  France  shall  be  treated  upon  tiie 
footing  of  the  most  favored  nations  in  tlie  ports  above  men- 
tioned. 

Art.  9,  The  particular  convention  signed  this  day  by  the 
respective  ministers,  having  for  its  object  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  by 
the  French  republic,  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1800. 
(8th  Vendemiaire,  an  9,)  is  approved,  and  to  have  its  execu- 
tion in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  inserted  in  the 
present  treat}';  and  it  shall  be  ratified  in  the  same  form  and 
in  the  same  time,  so  that  the  one  shall  not  be  ratified  distinct 
from  the  other.  Another  particular  convention,  signed  at  tlie 
same  date  as  the  present  treaty,  relative  to  a  definitive  rule 
between  the  contracting  parties  is,  in  the  like  manner, 
approved,  and  will  be  ratified  in  the  same  form  and  in  the 
same  time,  and  jointly. 

Art.  10.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  in  good  and 
due  form,  and  the  ratification  shall  be  exchanged  in  the  space 
of  six  months  after  the  date  of  the  signature  by  the  ministers 
plenipotentiary,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have  signed 
these  articles  in  the  French  and  English  languages,  declaring, 
nevertheless,  that  the  present  treaty  was  originally  agreed  to 
in  the  French  language,  and  have  thereunto  put  their  seals. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  loth  day  of  Floreal,  in  the  nth  year  of 
the  French  repubHc,  and  the  30lh  April,  1803. 

Robert  R.  Livingston, 

James  Monroe, 

F.  Barbe  Marbois. 

— Reprinted  from  America u  State  Papers,  Foreign  Rela- 
iions,   J^'ot.  JI.,  p.  So~. 
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Convention   between  the   United  States  of  America 
AND  THE  French  Republic. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  gf  America,  and  the 
First  Consul  of  the  French  repubhc,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  people,  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of 
Louisiana,  which  has  been  signed  this  da}',  wishing  to  regu- 
late definitively  every  thing  which  has  relation  to  the  said 
cession,  have  authorized,  to  this  effect,  the  plenipotentiaries, 
that  is  to  say :  the  President  of  the  United  States  has,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  said  States, 
nominated  for  their  plenipotentiaries,  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  and  James  Mon- 
roe, minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinar}^  of  the 
said  United  States,  near  the  Government  of  the  French 
republic;  and  the  First  Consul  of  the  French  republic,  in 
the  name  of  the  French  people,  has  named,  as  plenipotentiary 
of  said  republic,  the  citizen  Francis  Barbe  Marbois,  who,  in 
virtue  of  their  full  powers,  which  have  been  exchanged  this 
day,  have  agreed  to  the  following  articles: 

Art.  I.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  engages  to 
pay  to  the  French  Government,  in  the  manner  specified  in 
the  following  article,  the  sum  of  sixty  millions  of  francs,  inde- 
pendent of  the  sum  which  shall  be  fixed  by  another  conven- 
tion for  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  bv  France  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

Art.  2.  For  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  sixty  millions  of 
francs,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article,  the  United  States 
shall  create  a  stock  of  eleven  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  payable,  half  yearly,  in  London,  Amsterdam,  or  Paris, 
amounting,  by  the  half-year,  to  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  according  to  the  propor- 
tions which  shall  be  determined  by  the  French  Government, 
to  be  paid  at  either  place :  the  principle  of  the  said  stock  to  be 
reimbursed  at  the  treasurv  of  the   United  States  in  annual 
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payments  of  not  less  than  three  millions  of  dollars  each,  of 
which  the  first  payment  shall  commence  fifteen  years  after 
the  date  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications:  this  stock  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  Government  of  France,  or  to  such  person 
or  persons  as  shall  be  autht>rized  to  receive  it,  in  three 
months,  at  most,  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
treat}^  and  after  Louisiana  shall  be  tnken  possession  of  in  the 
name  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  farther  agreed  that,  if  the  PVench  Government  should 
be  desirous  of  disposing  of  the  said  stock,  to  receive  the  capi- 
tal in  Europe  at  shorter  terms,  that  its  measures,  for  that  pur- 
pose, shall  be  taken  so  as  to  favor,  in  the  greatest  degree 
possible,  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  to  raise  to  the 
highest  price  the  said  stock. 

Art.  3.  It  is  agreed  that  the  dollar  of  the  United  States, 
specified  in  the  present  convention,  shall  be  fixed  at  five 
francs  -^^^-,  or  five  livres  eight  sous  tournoise. 

lOOOO '  o 

The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified  in  good  and  due 
form,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  the  space  of 
six  months,  to  date  from  this  day,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  of  which,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  have 
signed  the  above  articles,  both  in  the  French  and  EngHsh 
languages,  declaring,  nevertheless,  that  the  present  treaty  has 
been  originally  agreed  on  and  written  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, to  which  the}''  have  hereunto  affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  tenth  day  of  Floreal.  eleventh  3'ear  of 
the  French  republic,  (30th  April,  1803.) 

RoBEP.T  R.  Livingston, 
James  Monroe, 
F.  Barbe  Marbois. 

— Reprinted  from  American  State  Papers,  foreign  Rela- 
tions,  Vol.  II.,  p.  so 8. 
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CoNVKNTiox   Between  the  United  States  of  America 
AND  the  French  Republic. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the 
First  Consul  of  the  French  republic,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
people,  having,  by  a  treaty  of  this  date,  terminated  all  difficul- 
ties relative  to  Louisiana,  and  established  on  a  solid  foundation 
the  friendship  which  unites  the  two  nations,  and  being  desirous, 
in  compliance  with  the  second  and  fifth  articles  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  Sth  Vendemiaire.  9th  year  of  the  French  republic. 
(30th  September,  1800.)  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  sum 
due  by  France  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  have 
respectively  nominated  as  plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say:  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  their  Senate,  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
minister  plenipotentiar3%  and  James  Monroe,  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary and  envoy  extraordinary^  of  the  said  States,  near  the 
Government  of  the  French  republic;  and  the  First  Consul,  in 
the  name  of  the  French  people,  the  citizen  Francis  Barbe 
Marbois,  minister  of  the  public  treasury,  who,  after  having 
exchanged  their  full  powers,  have  agreed  to  the  following 
articles : 

Art.  I.  The  debts  due  by  France  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  contracted  before  the  Sth  of  Vendemiaire,  9th  year  of 
the  French  republic,  (30th  September,  1800.)  shall  be  paid 
according  to  the  following  regulations,  with  interest  at  six  per 
cent.,  to  commence  from  the  periods  when  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  were  presented  to  the  French  Government. 

Art.  2.  The  debts  provided  for  by  the  preceding  article  are 
those  whose  result  is  comprised  in  the  conjectural  note  annexed 
to  the  present  convention,  and  which,  with  the  interest,  cannot 
exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  millions  of  francs.  The  claims 
comprised  in  the  said  note,  which  fall  within  the  exceptions  of 
the  following  articles,  shall  not  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of 
this  provision. 

Art.  3.     The  principal  and  interest  of  the  said  debts  shall  be 
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discharged  by  the  United  States  by  orders  drawn  by  their 
ministers  plenipotentiary  on  their  treasury;  these  orders  shall 
be  payable  sixty  days  after  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  and  the  conventions  signed  this  day,  and  after  possession 
shall  be  given  of  Louisiana  b}-  the  commissaries  of  France  to 
those  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  4.  It  is  expressl}-  agreed  that  the  preceding  articles 
shall  comprehend  no  debts  but  such  as  are  due  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  have  been  and  are  yet  creditors  of 
France  for  supplies,  for  embargoes,  and  prizes  made  at  sea. 
in  which  the  appeal  has  been  properlf  lodged,  within  the  time 
mentioned  in  the  said  convention  of  the  8th  Vendemiaire,  9th 
year,  (30th  September,  1800). 

Art.  5.  The  preceding  articles  shall  apply  only,  ist,  to 
captures  of  which  the  council  of  prizes  shall  have  ordered  res- 
titution, it  being  well  understood  that  the  claimant  cannot  have 
recourse  to  the  United  States,  otherwise  than  he  might  have 
had  to  the  Government  of  the  French  republic,  and  only  in  case 
of  the  insufficiency  of  the  captors;  2dly,  the  debts  mentioned 
in  the  said  fifth  article  of  the  convention  contracted  before  the 
8th  Vendemiaire.  an  9.  (30th  September,  1800.)  the  payment 
of  which  has  been  heretofore  claimed  of  the  actual  (jcvern- 
ment  of  France,  and  for  which  the  creditors  have  a  right  to 
the  protection  of  the  United  States.  The  said  fifth  article  does 
not  comprehend  prizes  whose  condemnation  has  been  or  shall 
be  confirmed.  It  is  the  express  intention  of  the  contracting 
parties  not  to  extend  the  benelit  of  the  present  convention  to 
reclamations  of  American  citizens,  who  siiall  have  established 
houses  of  commerce  in  France,  England,  or  other  countries 
than  the  United  States,  in  partnership  with  foreigners,  and 
who,  by  that  reason,  and  the  nature  of  their  commerce,  ought 
to  be  regarded  as  domiciliated  in  the  places  where  such  houses 
exist.  All  agreements  and  bargains  concerning  merchandise, 
which  shall  not  be  the  property  of  American  citizens,  are 
equally  excepted  from  the  benefit  of  the  said  convention; 
saving,  however,  to  such  persons  their  claims  in  like  manner 
as  if  this  treatv  had  not  been  made. 
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Art.  6.  And  that  the  different  questions  which  may  arise 
under  the  preceding  article  may  be  fairly  investigated,  the 
ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  shall  name 
three  persons,  who  shall  act  from  the  present,  and  provision- 
ally, and  who  shall  have  full  power  to  examine,  without 
removing  the  documents,  all  the  accounts  of  the  different 
claims  already  liquidated  by  the  bureaux  established  for  this 
purpose  by  the  French  republic,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
they  belong  to  the  classes  designated  by  the  present  conven- 
tion, and  the  principles  established  in  it;  or  if  they  are  not  in 
one  of  its  exceptions,  and  on  their  certificate  declaring  that 
the  debt  is  due  to  an  American  citizen,  or  his  representative, 
and  that  it  existed  before  the  8th  Vendemiaire,  pth  year, 
(30th  September,  1800,)  the  debtor  shall  be  entitled  to  an 
order  on  the  treasur}^  of  the  United  States,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  in  the  third  article. 

Art.  7.  The  same  agents  shall  likewise  have  power,  with- 
out removing  the  documents,  to  examine  the  claims  which 
are  prepared  for  verification,  and  to  certify  those  which  ought 
to  be  admitted  by  uniting  the  necessary  qualifications,  and 
not  being  comprised  in  the  exceptions  contained  in  the  pres- 
ent convention. 

Art.  8.  The  same  agents  shall  likewise  examine  the  claims 
which  are  not  prepared  for  liquidation,  and  certify  in  writing 
those  which,  in  their  judgments,  ought  to  be  admitted  to 
liquidation. 

Art.  9.  In  proportion  as  the  debts  mentioned  in  these  arti- 
cles shall  be  admitted,  they  shall  be  discharged  with  interest 
at  six  per  cent,  by  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  10.  And  that  no  debt,  which  shall  not  have  the  quali- 
fications above  mentioned,  and  that  no  unjust  or  exorbitant 
demand  may  be  admitted,  the  commercial  agent  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  or  such  other  agent  as  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  shall  think  proper  to  nominate, 
shall  assist  at  the  operations  of  the  bureaux,  and  co-operate  in 
the  examination  of  the  claims.     And  if  this  agent  shall  be  of 
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opinion  that  an}-  debt  is  not  completely  proved,  or  if  he  shall 
judge  that  it  is  not  comprised  in  the  principles  of  the  fifth 
article  above  mentioned,  and  if,  notwithstanding  his  opinion, 
the  bureaux  established  by  the  French  Government  should 
think  that  it  ought  to  be  liquidated,  he  shall  transmit  his 
observations  to  the  Board  established  b}'  the  United  States, 
who,  without  removing  documents,  shall  make  a  complete 
examination  of  the  debt,  and  vouchers  which  support  it.  and 
report  the  result  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States.  The 
minister  of  the  United  States  shall  transmit  his  observations 
in  all  such  cases  to  the  minister  of  the  treasury  of  the  h'rench 
republic,  on  whose  report  the  French  Government  shall 
decide  definitively  in  every  case. 

The  rejection  of  any  claim  shall  have  no  other  effect  than 
to  exempt  the  United  States  from  the  payment  of  it;  the 
French  Government  reserving  to  i*^self  the  right  to  decide 
definitively  on  such  claims,  so  far  as  it  concerns  itself. 

Art.  II.  Every  necessary  decision  shall  be  made  in  the 
course  of  a  year,  to  commence  from  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tion, and  no  reclamation  shall  be  admitted  afterwards. 

Art.  12.  In  case  of  claims  for  debts  contracted  bv  the 
Government  of  France  with  citizens  of  the  United  States 
since  the  8th  Vendemiaire,  9th  ^-ear,  (September  30Lh.  1800,) 
not  being  comprised  in  this  convention,  may  be  pursued,  and 
the  payment  demanded  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  not 
been  made. 

Art.  13.  The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified  in  good 
and  due  form,  and  the  ratification  shall  be  exchanged  in  six 
months  from  the  date  of  signature  of  the  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary, or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  faith  of  which,  the  respective  ministers  plenipotentiary 
have  signed  the  above  articles,  both  in  the  French  and  Eng- 
lish languages,  declaring,  nevertheless,  that  the  present  treaty 
has  been  originally  agreed  on  and  written  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, to  which  thev  have  hereunto  affixed  their  seals. 
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Done  at  Paris,  the  loth  day  of  Floreal,  nth  3'ear  of  the 
French  republic.  (30th  of  April,  1803.) 

Robert  R.  Livingston, 

James  Monroe, 

F.  Barbe  Marbois. 

— Reprinted  f roll}  Anierieaii  State  Papers.  Foreign  Rela- 
tions.  Vol.  II..  f.  50 S. 
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An  Act  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  the  territories  ceded 
BY  France  to  the  United  States,  by  the  treaty 
concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  op"  April 
last;  and  for  the  temporary  government  thereof. 1 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  take  possession  of,  and  occupy  the  territory  ceded  by 
France  to  the  United  States,  b}'  the  treaty  concluded  at 
Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April  last,  between  the  two 
nations;  and  that  he  may  for  that  purpose,  and  in  order  to 
maintain    iti  the  said  territories  the  authority  of   the  United 

'  For  a  discussion  of  the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  pro^"ide 
government  for  territories  compare  the  leading  cases  of:  Sere  :•.  Pifof,  6 
Cranch,  336;  Aiiicricdii  Insurance  Co.  z'.  Canter,  i  Peters,  542;  Benncr  v. 
J'orter,  9  Howard,  235;  Dred  Scott  r\  San  ford,  19  Howard,  393:  JVational 
Jlan/K  -■.  County  of  Tanktou,  loi  U.  S.  129. 
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States,  employ  any  part  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  force  authorized  by  an  act  passed  the  third 
day  of  March  last,  intituled  --An  act  directing  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  erecting  certain 
arsenals,"  which  he  may  deem  necessary :  and  so  much  of  the 
sum  appropriated  by  the  said  act  as  may  be  necessary,  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act  into 
effect;  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Anei  he  if  further  enacted,  That  until  the  expiration 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  unless  provision  for  the 
temporary  government  of  the  said  territories  be  sooner  made 
by  Congress,  all  the  military,  civil  and  judicial  powers,  exer- 
cised by  the  officers  of  the  existing  government  of  the  same, 
shall  be  vested  in  such  person  and  persons,  and  shall  be  exer- 
cised in  such  manner,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  direct  for  maintaining  and  protecting  the  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana  in  the  free  enjoj-ment  of  their  liberty,  property  and 
religion. 

Approved,  October  31,  1S03. 

— Reprinted  from  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large,   ]^oI.  //..  /.  24  j. 
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Proclamation. 

Whereas,    by    stipulations    between    the    Governments    of 
France  and  Spain,  the  latter  ceded  to  the   former  the  colony 
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and  province  of  Louisiana,  with  the  same  extent  which  it  had 
at  the  date  of  the  abovementioned  treaty  in  the  hands  of 
Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it,  and  such  as 
it  ought  to  be  after  the  treaties  subsequently  entered  into 
between  Spain  and  other  States;  and  whereas  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  has  ceded  the  same  to  the  United  States  by  a 
treaty  duly  ratified,  and  bearing  date  the  30th  of  April,  in  the 
present  year,  and  the  possession  of  said  colony  and  province 
is  now  in  the  United  States,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  last 
mentioned  treaty;  and  whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  31st  day  of  October,  in  the  present  3'-ear,  did 
enact  that  until  the  expiration  of  the  session  of  Congress  then 
sitting,  (unless  provisions  for  the  temporary  Government  of 
the  said  territories  be  sooner  made  by  Congress,)  all  the  mili- 
tary, civil,  and  judicial  powers,  exercised  by  the  then  existing 
Government  of  the  same,  shall  be  vested  in  such  person  or 
persons,  and  shall  be  exercised  in  such  manner,  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  for  the  maintaining  and 
protecting  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  in  the  free  enjoyment 
of  their  liberty,  property,  and  religion;  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  by  his  commission,  bearing  date  the 
same  31st  day  of  October,  invested  me  with  all  the  powers,  and 
charged  me  with  the  several  duties  heretofore  held  and  exer- 
cised b}'  the  Governor  General  and  Litendant  of  the  province : 
I  have,  therefore,  thought  tit  to  issue  this  my  proclamation, 
making  known  the  premises,  and  to  declare,  that  the  Govern- 
ment heretofore  exercised  over  the  said  province  of  Louisiana, 
as  well  under  the  authority  of  Spain  as  of  the  French  republic, 
has  ceased,  and  that  of  the  United  States  of  America  is 
established  ov'er  the  same;  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  will  be 
incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted 
as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  federal 
constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that,  in  the 
mctin  time,  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free 
enjoyment  of  their  libert}',  property,  and  the  religion  which 
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they  profess;  that  all  laws  and  municipal  rei:^ulations,  which 
were  in  existence  at  the  cessation  of  the  late  Government, 
remain  in  full  force;  and  all  civil  officers  charged  with  their 
execution,  except  those  whose  powers  have  been  especially 
vested  in  me,  and  except  also  such  officers  as  have  been 
entrusted  with  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  are  continued  in 
their  functions,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the 
time  being,  or  until  provision  shall  otherwise  be  made. 

And  I  do  hereby  exhort  and  enjoin  all  the  inhabitants,  and 
other  persons  within  the  said  province,  to  be  faithful  and  true 
in  their  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  obedient  to  the 
law^s  and  authorities  of  the  same,  under  full  assurance  that 
their  just  rights  will  be  under  the  guardianship  of  the  United 
States,  and  will  be  maintained  from  all  force  or  violence  from 
without  or  within. 

In  testimon}'  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  mv  hand. 

Given  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  the  20th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1803,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  28th. 

Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

— Reprinted  from  Avierieau  State  Papers,  Foreign  Rela- 
tions,  Vol.  II. .  -p.  382. 


Address  to  the  Citizens  of  Louisiana. 

New  Orleans.  Septenil)cr  20.  1803. 

Fellows-Citizens  of  Louisiana: 

On  the  great  and  interesting  event  now  finally  consum- 
mated— an  event  so  advantageous  to  yourselves,  and  so  glori- 
ous to  united  America,  I  cannot  forbear  offering  you  my 
warmest  congratulations.  The  wise  policy  of  the  Consul  of 
France  has,  by  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States, 
secured  to  you  a  connexion  beyond  the  reach  of  change,  and 
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to  your  posterity  the  sure  inheritance  of  freedom.  The 
American  people  receive  you  as  brothers;  and  will  hasten  to 
extend  to  you  a  participation  in  those  inestimable  rights. 
which  have  formed  the  basis  of  their  own  unexampled  pros- 
perity. Under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Government, 
you  may  confidently  rely  upon  the  security  of  your  liberty, 
your  property,  and  religion  of  your  choice.  You  may  with 
equal  certainty  rest  assured,  that  your  commerce  will  be 
promoted  and  your  agriculture  cherished;  in  a  word,  that 
your  true  interests  will  be  among  the  primary  objects  of  our 
national  Legislature.  In  return  for  these  benefits,  the  United 
States  will  be  amply  remunerated,  if  your  growing  attach- 
ment to  the  constitution  of  our  country,  and  your  veneration 
for  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  be  duh'  proportioned 
to  the  blessings  which  they  will  confer.  Among  your  first 
duties,  therefore,  you  should  cultivate  with  assiduity  among 
3^ourselves  the  advancement  of  political  information; you  should 
guide  the  rising  generation  in  the  paths  of  republican  economy 
and  virtue;  you  should  encourage  literature;  for,  without  the 
advantages  of  education,  your  descendants  will  be  unable  to 
appreciate  the  intrinsic  worth  of  the  Government  transmitted 
to  them. 

As  for  myself,  fellow-citizens,  accept  a  sincere  assurance, 
that,  during  my  continuance  in  the  situation  in  which  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  been  pleased  to  place  me, 
every  exertion  will  be  made  on  my  part  to  foster  your  internal 
happiness,  and  forward  your  general  welfare:  for  it  is  only 
by  such  means  that  I  can  secure  to  myself  the  approbation  of 
those  great  and  just  men  who  preside  in  the  councils  of  our 
nation. 

Wii.LiAM  C.  C.   Claiborne. 

— Rej)rinted  fro7n  American  State  Papers,  foreign  Rela- 
tions,  Vol.  II..  f.  §8j. 
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LOUISIANA  DIVIDED  INTO  TWO  TERRITORIES. 
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An  Act  erectin(;  Louisiana  into  two  territories,  and 
providing  for  the  temporary  government  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Refrcseutatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  asseinhied.  That  all 
that  portion  of  country  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  south  of  the  Missis- 
sippi territory,  and  of  an  east  and  west  line  to  commence  on 
the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  thirty-third  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, and  to  extend  west  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  said 
cession,  shall  constitute  a  territory  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  name  of  the  territory  of  Orleans;  the  government  whereof 
shall  be  organized  and  administered  as  follows : 

[Sections  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  and  11  relate  exclusively  to  the  Territory 
of  Orleans.  They  are  omitted  in  this  connection  since  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  in  no  way  concerns  the  histoi'y  of  Iowa.] 

Sec.  12.  The  residue  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  shall  be  called  the  district  of  Louisiana, 
the  government  whereof  shall  be  organized  and  administered 
as  follows: 

The  executive  power  now  vested  in  the  governor  of  the 
Indiana  territory  shall  extend  to,  and  be  exercised  in  the  said 
district  of  Louisiana.  The  governor  and  judges  of  the 
Indiana  territory  shall  have  power  to  establish,  in  the  said 
district  of  Louisiana,  inferior  courts,  and  prescribe  their  juris- 
diction and  duties,  and  to  niake  all  laws  which  they  may  deem 
conducive  to  the  good  government  of  the  inhabitants  thereof: 
Provided  hozuever.  that  no  law  shall  be  \'alid  which  is  incon- 
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sistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
which  shall  lay  any  person  under  restraint  or  disability  on 
account  of  his  religious  opinions,  professsion,  or  worship;  in 
all  of  which  he  shall  be  free  to  maintain  his  own,  and  not 
burthened  for  those  of  another:  And  provided  also,  that  in 
all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  trial  shall  be  by  a  jury  of  twelve 
<TOod  and  lawful  men  of  the  vicinage,  and  in  all  civil  cases  of 
value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the  trial  shall  be  by  jury,  if 
either  of  the  parties  require  it.  The  judges  of  the  Indiana 
territory,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  hold  annually  tw^o  courts 
within  the  said  district,  at  such  place  as  will  be  most  conven- 
ient to  the  inhabitants  thereof  in  general,  shall  possess  the 
same  jurisdiction  they  now  possess  in  the  Indiana  territory, 
and  shall  continue  in  session  until  all  the  business  depending 
before  them  shall  be  disposed  of.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
secretarv  of  the  Indiana  territory  to  record  and  preserve  all 
the  papers  and  proceedings  of  the  governor,  of  an  executive 
nature,  relative  to  the  district  of  Louisiana,  and  transmit 
authentic  copies  thereof  every  six  months  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  The  governor  shall  publish  throughout 
the  said  district,  all  the  laws  which  may  be  made  as  aforesaid, 
and  shall  from  time  to  time  report  the  same  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  which,  if  dis- 
approved of  bv  Congress,  shall  thenceforth  cease,  and  be  of 
no  effect. 

The  said  district  of  Louisiana  shall  be  divided  into  districts 
by  the  governor,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  as  the. 
convenience  of  the  settlements  shall  require,  subject  to  such 
alterations  hereafter  as  experience  may  prove  more  convenient. 
The  inhabitants  of  each  district',  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five,  shall  be  formed  into  a  militia,  with  proper  offi- 
cers, according  to  their  numbers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor, except  the  commanding  officer,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  and  who  whether  a  captain,  a  major  or  a 
colonel,  shall  be  the  commanding  officer  of  the  district,  and  as 
such,  shall,  under  the  governor,  have  command  of  the  regular 
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officers  and  troops  in  his  district,  as  well  as  of  the  militia,  for 
which  he  shall  have  a  brevet  commission,  giving  him  such 
command,  and  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  an  officer  of  the 
same  grade  in  the  regular  army ;  he  shall  be  speciallv  charged 
with  the  emplo3'ment  of  the  military  and  militia  of  his  district, 
in  cases  of  sudden  invasion  or  insurrection,  and  until  the  orders 
of  the  governor  can  be  received,  and  at  all  times  with  the 
duty  of  ordering  a  military  patrol,  aided  by  militia  if  necessary, 
to  arrest  unauthorized  settlers  in  any  part  of  his  district,  and  to 
commit  such  offenders  to  jail  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Sec.  13.  The  laws  in  force  in  the  said  district  of  Louisiana, 
at  the  commencement  of  this  act,  and  not  inconsistent  with  any 
of  the  provisions  thereof,  shall  continue  in  force  until  altered, 
modified  or  repealed  by  the  governor  and  judges  of  the  Indiana 
territor3%  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  fiirtJicr  enacted,  That  all  grants  for 
lands  within  the  territories  ceded  by  the  French  Republic  to 
the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  the  title  wdiereof 
was,  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  in  the  crown, 
government  or  nation  of  Spain,  and  every  act  and  proceeding 
subsequent  thereto,  of  whatsoever  nature,  towards  the  obtain- 
ing any  grant,  tide,  or  claim  to  such  lands,  and  under  whatso- 
ever authority  transacted,  or  pretended,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  declared  to  be,  and  to  have  been  from  the  beginning, 
null,  void,  and  of  no  effect  in  law  or  equit}- .  Provided  never- 
theless, that  anvthing  in  this  section  contained  shall  not  be 
construed  to  make  null  and  void  any  bona  fide  grant,  made 
agreeabl}'  to  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment to  an  actual  settler  on  the  lands  so  granted,  for 
himself,  and  for  his  wife  and  family;  or  to  make  null  and  void 
any  bona  fide  act  or  proceeding  done  by  an  actual  settler 
agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  the  Spanish 
government,  to  obtain  a  grant  for  lands  actually  settled  on  by 
the  person  or  persons  claiming  title  thereto,  if  such  settlement 
in  either  case  was  actuall}-  made  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of 
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December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three:  And  pro- 
vided further,  that  such  grant  shall  not  secure  to  the  grantee 
or  his  assigns  more  than  one  mile  square  of  land,  together 
with  such  other  and  further  quantity  as  heretofore  hath  been 
allowed  for  the  wife  and  family  of  such  actual  settler,  agreeably 
to  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  the  Spanish  government. 
And  that  if  an}^  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person, 
shall  make  a  settlement  on  any  lands  belonijinix  to  the  United 
States,  within  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  or  shall  survey,  or 
attempt  to  surve}/,  such  lands,  or  to  designate  boundaries  by 
marking  trees,  or  otherwise,  such  offender  shall,  on  convic- 
tion thereof,  in  anv  court  of  record  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
territories  of  the  United  States,  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
twelve  months;  and  it  shall,  moreover,  b2  lawful  for  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  emplov  such  military  force  as  he 
may  judge  necessary  to  remove  from  lands  belonging  to  the 
United  States  any  such  citizen  or  other  person,  who  shall 
attempt  a  settlement  thereon. 

Sec.  15.  The  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  stipulate  with  any  Indian  tribes  owning  lands  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  residing  thereon,  for  an 
exchange  of  lands,  the  propert}'  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  in  case  the  said  tribes  shall 
remove  and  settle  thereon;  but  in  such  stipulation,  the  said 
tribes  shall  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  under  the  protection 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  agree  that  they  will  not  hold 
any  treaty  with  any  foreign  power,  individual  state,  or  with 
the  individuals  of  any  state  or  power;  and  that  they  will  not 
sell  or  dispose  of  the  said  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  any 
sovereign  power,  except  to  the  United  States,  nor  to  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  any  other  sovereign  power,  nor  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  And  in  order  to  maintain 
peace  and  tranquility  with  the  Indian  tribes  who  reside  within 
the  limits  of  Louisiana,  as  ceded  by  France  to  the  United 
States,  the  act  of   Congress,  passed  on  the   thirtieth  day  of 
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March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  intituled  "An 
act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Idnian  tribes, 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  is  hereby  extended  to 
the  territories  erected  and  established  by  this  act;  and  the  sum 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  an}'  money  in  the  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated  by  law,  is  liereby  appropriated  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  Uniied  States  to  effect  the  object 
expressed  in  this  section-. 

Sec.  16.  The  act.  passed  on  the  thirt}'-first  day  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  intituled  ••  An  act  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession 
of  the  territories  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  by 
the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April 
last,  and  for  the  temporary  government  thereof."  shall  con- 
tinue in  force  until  the  first  da}-  of  October  next,  anything 
therein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  on  which  said  first 
day  of  October,  this  act  shall  commence,  and  have  full  force, 
and  shall  continue  in  full  force  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  to  the  end  of  tr.e  next  session  of  Congress  which 
may  happen  thereafter. 

Approved,  INIarch  26.  1804. 

— Rcprintca  from  U.  S.  Slaliilcs  at  Large,   ]\)L  I/.,  p.  28J. 
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Titles  of  the  Laws  enacted  for  the  District  of 

Louisiana. 

The  style  of  the  several  following  laws  was:  "Be  it  enacted  by  the 
Governor  and  Judges  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  authorized  and  empowered 
by  an  act  of  Congress  to  make  laws  for  the  district  of  Louisiana  and  it  is. 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same." 

A  Law  providing  for  the  punishment  of  certain 

crimes.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  entitled  a  law  respecting  Slaves.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  establishing  courts  for  the  trial  of  small 

causes.  Oct.  ist,  1S04 

A  Law  regulating  county  rates  and  levies.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

An  Act  estabhshing  and  regulating  the  Militia.     Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  entitled  a  law  establishinfj  Recorders' 

offices.  Oct.  1st,  1804 

A  Law  regulating  the  practice  of  Attornies.        Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  entitled  a  law  regulating  the  apportion- 
ment of  Constables.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  entitled  a  law  of  Defalcation.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  regulating  Boatmen.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  to  regulate  the  practice  of  the  general 
court  upon  writs  of  error  and  for  other 
purposes.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  establishing  a  Court  of  Probate.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  establishing  courts  of  Judicature.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  regulating  the  Oath  of  Otiice.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  establishing  the  otiice  of  Sheriff.  Oct.  ist,  1804 

A  Law  regulating  Marriages.  April  24th,  1805 

— Reprinted  from  a  compilation  of  tJic  laivs  of  the  District 
of  Louisiana,  of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  of  the  Territory  of 
Missouri  and  of  the  State  of  Missouri  up  to  182^,  pp.  1^-67. 


